OBMS REZONING REQUEST MOVES AHEAD
TO BRING UP TO $5 MILLION FOR SCHOOLS

MontgomeryCountyVA.gov March 22, 2013

Montgomery County, Virginia — The long awaited development plan for the old Blacksburg
Middle School property is expected to bring up to $5 million for school capital construction and
generate approximately $1 million annually in new town and county taxes once the project is
complete.

After nearly two years of deliberations, the rezoning request by Fiddlers Green Partners LLC and
Modea is expected to be filed early next week. The developer today released details of the 20-
acre mixed use development for residential housing, hotel, fitness center, office, retail and open
green space for community purposes.

“I believe the community will support this proposal once they see how closely it aligns to the
master plan that citizens helped develop,” said Chair Jim Politis. “This is a quality, well designed
project that will provide a vibrant anchor for downtown Blacksburg. We have been working with
town officials to move this project forward so that we can provide much needed funding for the
schools and expand the tax base for the town and county.”

The old Blacksburg Middle School property ceased operation as a school during the 2002-03
school year. The building fell into disrepair as it sat vacant until the schools transferred
ownership of the property to the county in spring 2010. Asbestos and lead paint were then
removed and the building demolished in summer 2011.

In June 2011, residents participated in a design workshop and open house to develop a master
plan reflecting “the shared vision” of county and town elected officials and residents. In fall
2011, developers signed contracts with the county to purchase the property pending successful
rezoning of the property.

A group of town and county officials and developers have held numerous meetings over the past
two years to adjust the plan to address town concerns.

The rezoning request will now be reviewed by town planners before it comes before Blacksburg
Town Council for consideration.

For more information, see www.montgomerycountyva.gov.

E-News in Your Inbox!
To receive news and announcements directly via e-mail, go to MontgomeryCountyVA.gov and click “E-mail Lists.”



A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY
“Creating a Sense of Place Through Integrated Community Spaces”

Midtown Village creates and supports community by incorporating innovative public spaces
and a healthy dose of green space for town residents to enjoy:

* A Main Street Lawn. A landscaped lawn that creates a welcoming new pedestrian
friendly entrance into Blacksburg’s downtown. The layout provides a public “front lawn”
for the site, while also incorporating covered bike parking and a new transit stop.

* The Miller Promenade. A pedestrian and bike-path connection winding from Main
Street up to the Village Green. The Promenade provides a tree-lined allee with
opportunities for outdoor seating and dining as well as hosting public events.

* The Village Green. A large central lawn offering a signature public event space in the
center of Midtown that is an ideal home for larger community events and festivals.

* The Dell and Spring Park. A five (5) acre public park that combines and expands the Dell
and Spring Park areas shown on the master plan.

* Huckleberry Trail Connector. A multi-use pedestrian and bike path offering
connectivity from Main Street through the site to the adjoining neighborhood, allowing
easy access from the Dell Park to the Miller Street intersection leading to the Huckleberry
Trail entrance.

* Tree-lined Streets with Parallel Public Parking. Wide tree-lined streets throughout the
project have ample public parallel parking.

* Public Design Involvement. The Main Street Plaza, Miller Promenade, Village Green and
streetscape are proposed to be designed and built with significant Town involvement in
the ultimate design, aided by the use of VDOT matching funds, with the Town managing
construction of these public amenities.

* A Vibrant Mix of Residential Units. By incorporating a balanced mix of townhomes,
“row” houses, walk-up and elevator serviced residential units of varying sizes, Midtown
Village can provide everything from a studio unit for a young professional, a ground level
flat for active empty-nester, to a top floor elevator-serviced condominium residence with a
sweeping view of campus-- allowing us to bring a mix of new residents into our
downtown. Additionally, the incorporation of a “Flex-Block” will offer the Town the
opportunity to incorporate work-force housing or dedicated senior housing into this
vibrant mix.

* Integrated Parking Deck. A modestly scaled parking deck, fronted with a mixed use
building on the Miller Promenade frontage, limits the amount of surface parking and
allows for additional open space.

* A True “Village” plan. The proposed Midtown Village Plan creates a new home for local
technology companies and their employees, space for neighborhood shops and
restaurants, and residences for hundreds of professionals, all within walking distance of
downtown - helping to support our downtown merchants and businesses.

A mixed-use development that embraces the master plan adopted by the Town and community.
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MIDTOWN
501 SOUTH MAIN STREET
RENDERED MASTER PLAN
TOWN OF BLACKSBURG
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, VIRGINIA
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