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Montgomery Regional Tourism Development Council  

Meeting Minutes 

September 23, 2013 

I. Call to order 

Krisha Chachra, Chair called the regular meeting of the MTDC to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Montgomery County 
government. 
 

Present 
Krisha Chachra (v)  Chair-Blacksburg town Council Representative 
Barry Helms   Christiansburg Town Manager 
Henry Showalter (v)  Christiansburg Town Council Representative 
Diane Akers   Blacksburg Partnership 
Melissa Richards (nv)  Virginia Tech Representative 
Steve Sandy   Montgomery County Planning 
Lisa Bleakley   Executive Director, Tourism 

            Heather Browning  Town of Blacksburg Community Relations Manager 
 Linda Wurtzberger  The Oaks Victorian Inn 
 Sue Ferrera   Montgomery Museum and Lewis Miller Regional Art Center 
  
Absent 
 Tom Norman (v)  Vice Chair-Blacksburg Hotel Representative 
 Jim Politis (v)   Board of Supervisors Representative 
 Marc Verniel   Blacksburg Town Manager 
 Craig Meadows   Montgomery County Administrator 
 Connie Hale (v)   Riner Restaurant Representative 
 Scott Sink (v)   Blacksburg Agritourism Representative 
 Becky Wilburn   Town of Christiansburg Public Information Officer 
 Eric Johnsen (v)  Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce Representative 
 Ruth Richey    Montgomery County Public Information Officer 
  
Guests: Meghan Dorsett – Kiosk Project 

II. Approval of minutes- Majority needed to constitute a quorum from the 9 voting member body was not achieved in this 
meeting. 

III. Discussion 

 Solutions to solve attendance problem: New meeting format, revising number needed for quorum, voting 
online, meeting reminders, having a designee 

 Highway Signage- Challenges: costs, still need even in age of mobile. Steve advised building relationships 
with area corporations. Nonprofits get brown signs.  

 Lisa shared branding handouts and information to prepare for the process. 

 Specialty markets- Homeschool networks 

 Notice of upcoming events. 
The Oakes Victorian Bed and Breakfast is on the 20 year National Registry 

IV. Presentations  

   Meghan Dorsett presenting on County-wide Information Kiosk Idea. Will need research on suggested site locations as 
first step of viability.  

Adjournment 

Next meeting: Set for 11-28 (Thanksgiving)Reschedule?  

Minutes submitted by:  Lisa Bleakley 

Minutes approved by:   


